Program Procedures

Post Adjudicatory Juvenile Drug Treatment Court
Identification of the Youth:
A participant may be referred to Juvenile Drug Treatment Court (JDTC) by judges, the Public Defender’s Office, the State Attorney’s Office, the Department of Juvenile Justice (DJJ), JDTC staff, or other sources. Most participants are initially screened at the Juvenile Assessment Center (JAC), where they complete the Massachusetts Youth Screening Instrument (MAYSI). The MAYSI measures five validated subscales for both boys and girls, a sixth subscale validated only for boys, and a seventh that detects trauma experiences and post-traumatic reactions for both genders.
If the MAYSI indicates a need for further evaluation, the participant is referred to the Treatment Alternatives for Safer Communities (TASC) program for a comprehensive substance abuse and mental health assessment, including the Global Appraisal of Individual Needs (GAIN) screening tool. A copy of the JAC admissions packet is provided to DJJ, the Public Defender’s Office, and the State Attorney’s Office.
At disposition, DJJ meets with the family to complete the Community Assessment Tool, which classifies the participant’s risk of reoffending as low, moderate, moderate-high, or high. This assessment also identifies the participant’s top three criminogenic needs. Depending on the referral source, additional assessments may be ordered by the Assistant Public Defender, Private Counsel, or the Judge. In some cases, participants are referred to the Juvenile Addictions Receiving Facility for a full psychosocial, psychiatric, and substance abuse evaluation with treatment recommendations such as outpatient, intensive outpatient, or long-term residential care.
The JDTC Coordinator conducts an assessment to evaluate the participant’s substance use, family background, mental health status, leisure activities, and strengths. Additionally, JDTC Coordinator administers a GAIN screening tool. All this information is used to determine eligibility and is presented to the JDTC Team for final review.

Diversion Juvenile Drug Treatment Court
Identification of the youth:
A participant may be referred to Juvenile Drug Treatment Court (JDTC) by judges, the Public Defender’s Office, the State Attorney’s Office, the Department of Juvenile Justice (DJJ), JDTC staff, or other sources. In addition, each month the Court Information Technology Services Department (CITES) generates a report using the Criminal Justice Information System (CJIS) that lists felony cases filed in the previous month which meet the criteria for inclusion in the Diversion Drug Court Program under section 985.345, Florida Statutes. This list is shared electronically with the JDTC Coordinator.
Upon receiving the list, the JDTC Coordinator screens each case using CJIS to verify that the participant is under the age of 18, has no additional felony charges, has no other disqualifying charges, and resides within the JDTC program’s service area.
Additionally, the Assistant State Attorney and the Assistant Public Defender may negotiate the petition to open eligibility for Drug Treatment Court Diversion, with the agreement of all parties. The Assistant Public Defender then informs the client of their eligibility and the proposed offer. If the client expresses interest in the program, the JDTC Coordinator requests a face sheet from DJJ to obtain the participant’s contact information. JDTC staff then schedule an assessment for the youth and family, and request school information from Miami-Dade County Public Schools to prepare for an eligibility staffing.

Post Adjudicatory Juvenile Drug Treatment Court
Acceptance:
If a youth is identified by the Juvenile Drug Treatment Court (JDTC) Team at staffing as eligible for JDTC, the JDTC staff will provide the presiding judge with a memorandum indicating the participant’s eligibility and requesting that the case be transferred to the JDTC docket. The JDTC staff will also notify the youth’s defense attorney and the assigned state attorney of the participant’s eligibility.

At the participant’s next court appearance, immediately following the eligibility staffing, JDTC staff will meet with the youth and their parents or guardian to review the rules and requirements of the program. Participation in JDTC is voluntary; therefore, only after the participant has demonstrated an understanding of the program’s rules and agrees to participate, the JDTC Coordinator will request that the Division Judge order the youth into the program. The Division Judge may then order the participant’s enrollment in JDTC and reset the case on the JDTC docket for the Wednesday following the disposition or pursue an alternative disposition if appropriate.

Diversion Juvenile Drug Treatment Court
Acceptance: 
After a petition has been filed, and within 35 days of the initial sounding of the petition, the Juvenile Drug Treatment Court (JDTC) Team determines whether the youth is eligible to participate in JDTC. Defense Counsel will then discuss the option with the youth to confirm if they wish to participate.
At the next court appearance, immediately following the eligibility staffing, JDTC staff will meet with the youth and their parents or guardian to review the program’s rules and requirements. Participation is voluntary, and only after the youth fully understands the JDTC rules and agrees to participate will the JDTC Coordinator request that the Division Judge order the youth into the program.
Within the same 35-day timeframe, JDTC staff will provide the presiding judge with a memorandum identifying the youth as eligible for Diversion JDTC and requesting that the case be transferred to the JDTC docket. If the next court date is scheduled beyond the 35-day limit, JDTC staff will request that the case be placed on the calendar within the 35-day window to formally announce the youth’s acceptance, request removal of the trial date from the calendar, and transfer the case to the JDTC Division for a hearing.
The participant’s Defense Counsel must be present to accept the offer on behalf of the youth. JDTC staff will also inform the assigned Assistant State Attorney and the Juvenile Probation Officer that the youth is eligible for Diversion JDTC participation.
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